
Penlee House Gallery and Museum - Arty Afternoons activity 6 
3D scenes 

Welcome to another Arty Afternoon activity! This week we're looking at perspective. 

Suppose you stand in your kitchen, holding a teabag in front of your face - go on, try it! And 
then look past the teabag at the kettle, far away on the work surface. Does the teabag look 
huge and the kettle really small? The teabag looks big because it's so close to you - it's really 
quite small if you put it down next to the kettle. 

Keep that in mind for this activity, which is making a 3D scene! 

You'll need two pieces of A4 card, (not too thick as you'll be doing some cutting out and 
folding), pencils, scissors and either some glue or sticky tape. 

Print out the tvvo '3D scenes' templates from our website onto card if possible, or print it on 
paper, cut it out and draw around it on some card. 

If you don't have a printer, take a look at the shapes in the templates and try drawing them onto 
a piece of card. Then cut them out. 

Take the 'scene setting' (template A). You might want to colour in the 'back wall', or draw a sun 
in one of the top comers. Anything you want to draw onto this 'wall' for the background of your 
scene is best done now, before you do any folding or sticking! 

Now fold along the dotted lines so that you bring the back wall up towards you and the two 
sides up on the left and right. Then fold the side flaps around the back and stick them in place 
with some glue or tape. That's your scene setting done! 

Next, cut out the shapes on template B, and cut out the bottom square corner from each piece. 
You can colour them in if you like. Then fold back each of the dotted lines and put some glue 
along each of them so that you can stick them into your scene setting. The tallest hill with the 
standing stones goes in first, near the back, with the folded back flap sticking against the 'wall' 
on your right and the bottom flap on the base of the scene setting. 

Then the medium-sized hill goes in front of the tall hill, with its folded back flap against the 
left-hand 'wall'. The hill with the house on it goes in fl-ont of that, on the right, leaving a bit of 
space at the front for you to put in the tree, on the left. And your 3D scene is complete! 

Now that you've made this scene, you might want to make another! 

Have a look at some pictures for inspiration. In the video, we looked at French Crabbers by 
Harold Harvey. It looks like a bit of a complicated scene but don't panic! Notice how the boats 
at the front of the painting look bigger than the boats behind, even though they're probably all 
about the same size in real life. So the things at the front of your scene need to be bigger than 
the things at the back. 

When you're making something to go at the back of your scene, include a long base so that it's 
at the right height, otherwise you won't be able to see it behind the things in front. 



Another picture we looked at in the video is Spring Morning by Samuel John Lamoma Birch, 
You don't have to copy a picture exactly, you can take things you like and make up other bits if 
you want. 

Remember to include a little extra bit of card at the bottom of anything you make, so that you 
can fold it up and use that for sticking it to the scene setting. But if you forget (which is easy to 
do!) don't worry - just take a little rectangle of card and tape it to the back of your object, so 
that it fomris a sort of hinge, and you can use that as your sticking piece. 

And you can have fun with what you put at the front of your scene, because things that are 
nonnally small can look huge - like a massive rabbit, for example. 

There are lots of otiher pictures in the Penlee House collection to give you ideas of what to 
include in your scenes. Have a bok at them at: 
https://www.penleehouse.orq.uk/Qbject/?cateqory=Fine+Art or you can search the Penlee 
House collection at https://artuk.org. 

One last tip: keep it simple! Start off with just a few things, perhaps a hill, a tree and a 
haystack. You can always add more things in later. 

Or you can just make up a scene from your imagination! 

We hope you enjoy this activity and we'd really love to see the results! Details of how to share 
your work with us are below. Thanks for taking part! 

Tag your work with: #penleeinspiredchallenge #penleeinspired2020 #penleehousegallerymuseum 
Or you can email it to: ieaming@penleehouse.org.ul< 


