
Penlee House Gallery and Museum - Arty Afternoons activity 4 
Rainy day windows 

Welcome to another Arty Afternoon actlvltyl This week's Penlee Inspired picture was The 
Rain It Raineth Every Day by Norman Garstin. One of Penlee House's most popular 
paintings, it shows a rainy day on the Penzance prom. 

Do you like rainy days? When you look out of the window and see it's a rainy, windy day, what 
do you think? 

Whether ^ u like the rain or not, it's quite nice to be inside, looking out of the window at the 
rain, isn't it? In this activity we're going to make a rainy day window and you can create your 
own rainy scene to look out at! 

You'll need an A4 sheet of card (not too thick as there's some cutting out to do), some paper to 
draw on, pencils, scissors and tape, and maybe a mler and a rubber. 

Print out a template from our website onto card if possible, or print it on paper, cut it out and 
draw around it on some card. 

If you don't have a printer, take a look at the two shapes below and have a go at drawing them 
on a piece of card, ft doesn't matter too much about measurements, as long as the lines are 
straight and the front and back pieces are about the same height. 
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Then cut out your frames. On the front frame, the squares in the middle are your window panes 
and they need cutting out too. That's a bit tricky, so put a rubber undemeath the card in the 
centre of the window, push a sharp pencil through and wiggle it to make a hole, then get your 
scissors in that way. 

At the bottom of the front frame, snip the two vertical 'cut' lines at the bottom up to the horizontal 
line, then fold along that line so the base sticks out - that's your windowsill. Fold the long 
vertical edges towards the back, and bend the tabs back too. Tuck the bits you cut underneath 
the frame and it should stand up now on its own. 

Take your back piece now, and fold along the line near the bottom so that the lower piece 
sticks out: that will help your frame stand steady when you put the two pieces together. Then 
slot it onto the back of your front frame, with that lower piece sticking out at the back. Put a little 
bit of tape on the tabs to keep them in place and that's your window frame completed - ta-da! 

If you want to, you can draw and cut out some things to put on the windowsill, like a vase of 
flowers or a cat. 



Next, you need a piece of drawing paper that will fit into your frame. If you're using our 
template, make it about 14cm by 12.5cm, so that you can fold a bit over the top of the frame to 
keep it in place. 

You can now draw whatever you like on your drawing paper and sbt it into the window frame to 
display it. What rainy day scene will you see out of your window? 

Will it be people getting caught in the rain, like The Rain It Raineth Every Day? 

Or do you want to draw the things you like about the rain? You might have a great raincoat that 
you like wearing, while you splash about in the puddles in r̂aur wellies! 

Some people say rain is "nice weather for ducks". Would you like to see some out of your 
window? 

Or perhaps there's a big thunderstonn and the sea throws so much seaweed up onto the 
pavement that families of mice come and make castles out of it to live in! 

Maybe it rains and rains so much that the sea level rises and a whale swims past your window! 

And there's always a chance that the sun might come out and you'll see a rainbow! 

You can make as many rainy day scenes as you like (and some sunny ones too!) and change 
your window view every day. 

We hope you enjoy this activity and we'd really love to see the results! Details of how to share 
your work with us are below. 

Thanks for taking part and we'll be back with another Arty Aftemoon activity next Saturday. 

Tag your work with: #penleeinspiredchallenge #penleeinspired2020 #penleehousegallerymuseum 
Or you can email it to: leaming@penleehouse.org.uk 


