
Penlee House Gallery and Museum – Arty Afternoons activity 3 
Sketch a snoozing pet 

 
Welcome to another Arty Afternoon activity!  The Penlee Inspired picture this week was 
Forty Winks painted by Fred Hall.  This popular painting shows the peaceful scene of a 
donkey enjoying a snooze in a field.  
 
[You can see this and hundreds of other paintings in our collection at 
www.penleehouse.org.uk under ‘Collections’ and then ‘Fine Art’.  You can also search the 
Penlee House Gallery and Museum collection at www.artuk.org.] 
 
To tie in with Forty Winks, we’re inviting you to practice your observation and drawing skills 
by sketching a snoozing animal! 
 
If you’re lucky enough to have a pet at home, you’ll know that they spend a good part of the 
day asleep, so all you need to do is wait until they settle down for a snooze, grab your 
pencil and paper, and start drawing! 
 
It’s best to draw from real life if possible because your sketch will have a better energy 
about it.  But you might need to draw quite quickly because animals have a habit of moving 
just as you get to that tricky part of their ear, or that unusual shape of their paw!  So you 
may want to take a photo of your pet before you start sketching, if you can, so that you can 
fill in any details if your ‘model’ moves before you finish. 
 
There are some pictures of pets in the video that you can draw from if you don’t have a pet 
of your own. 
 
*Important point to remember: it doesn’t have to be great!  It doesn’t have to be perfect, or 
look like Fred Hall’s donkey! 
 
The main thing is that you use your observation.  Really have a good, close look at the 
shape of the animal’s nose, the angle of their ear and the stripes on that paw. 
 
If drawing the whole animal feels too difficult, you could just concentrate on the tail, paws, 
ears, or whatever you like.  Once you feel confident you can start fitting all the parts 
together. 
 
If you don’t have a pet but still want to draw something from real life, how about a plant?  
They are alive, after all! 
 
And if you don’t have a pet or a plant to draw, perhaps you have some toys you’d like to 
have a go at sketching?   It could be a soft toy, like a teddy bear, or an action figure or doll.  
At least they’re not going to get up and move about in the middle of your drawing session! 
 
We hope you enjoy this activity and whatever you decide to draw, we’d love to see it, so 
please share your work with us! 
 
Thanks for taking part and look out for another Arty Afternoon activity next Saturday! 
 
  
 

Tag your work with: #penleeinspiredchallenge #penleeinspired2020 #penleehousegallerymuseum 
Or you can email it to: learning@penleehouse.org.uk 

 


