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This hands-on workshop explores toys from the past. The children will be shown toys 

from Penlee House’s collection, and will be able to discuss the differences between 

them and their own toys. 

The children will then be split into small groups, and each group will be able to 

handle and play with replica toys, including metal clockwork toys and wooden toys, 

of the kind that would have been played with by children in the past. 

The groups will then be encouraged to talk about their favourite toy, and can draw a 

picture or write some simple sentences about why they like it. 

This workshop takes place within the Social History Gallery at Penlee House. 

Learning outcomes:  
 
By the end of the workshop children will learn – 
 

 differences between old and new toys 

 the different materials that toys can be made from 

 how old toys work 

 how we can learn about the past through looking at objects 

 what a child’s life was like in the past 
 
This workshop will also develop speaking and listening skills, and observation and 

thinking skills. 

 

 

Suitable for: Foundation Stage and KS1  

Curriculum Areas: History/English 

Timing: Up to 1 hour. Timing can be flexible to suit the age and 

abilities of the group. 

Cost: FREE 

If possible, please bring paper, pencils and a clipboard for each 

child. Penlee House can supply these if necessary, please 

inform us on booking. 

Our education room may be available for the children to eat 

lunch; if you require this space, please tell us at the time of 

booking. 



2014 Curriculum links: 

Foundation Stage 
 
Communication and Language 
•Listening and attention - children listen attentively in a range of situations 
•Speaking - children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of  
listeners’ needs 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
•Self-confidence and self-awareness - children are confident to try new  
activities, and say why they like some activities more than others 
 
Literacy 
•Writing - write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others 
 
Understanding the World 
•People and Communities - children talk about past and present events in their own 
lives and in the lives of family members 
•The World - children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 
objects, materials and living things. 
 
History KS 1  
 
•changes within living memory 
•identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods 
•understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented 
 
English – KS1 
 
•Spoken Language, e.g. listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
 
 
To book this workshop, contact Zoe Burkett, Education and Outreach Officer on 
01736 363625 or email zburkett@penleehouse.org.uk 
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