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THE OBJECT PROJECT: CABINET OF CURIOSITIES 

Penlee House Gallery & Museum, Penzance 
5 December 2009 to 9 January 2010

On Saturday 5 December, Penlee House Gallery & Museum in Penzance is holding a day of family activities to celebrate the launch of its Social History Gallery and the unveiling of the Object Project Cabinet of Curiosities.  From 10.30 to 12.30 and from 1.30 until 4.00, there will be a range of FREE activities for families to get involved with, led by Sally Crabtree and artist Diane Spiers – all ages are welcome, just drop in during the day.  

The Cabinet of Curiosities was created by the community with the help of poet Sally Crabtree and Penlee House Gallery and Museum, supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  As well as an array of weird and wonderful objects, the Cabinet contains songs, poems, stories, artworks and animations that have been inspired by objects discovered during the project.  “It has been so exciting to discover what it is that makes an object special to someone” says Sally Crabtree. “Objects and the stories behind them are something that we all have in common and this is a project that has brought all walks of the community together.  We have worked with a number of practitioners in schools, youth clubs, residential homes and in the local community to host events such as the Object Project tea party and a travelling roadshow.  We have unearthed some wonderful discoveries that members of the community have brought forward – a home-made ring made out of a sixpence by a prisoner of war and given to a child of 4 yrs; a gumborla (a large round stone used to frighten the fish); a baker’s pastry cutter made from a WW1 shell; a collection of 200 lighthouses; a sand shaker used instead of blotting paper; shoes buried under a wall, and lots of other quirky , precious and intriguing objects  that have fired up the imaginations of all involved.” 

The Cabinet is being launched in conjunction with a complete redisplay of  Penlee’s Social History gallery.  The gallery has new walls, lighting, carpets and cases, all funded by the Heritage Lottery, while the displays have been masterminded by a team of talented volunteers from the local community, thanks to the involvement of various Old Cornwall Societies.   The displays have been curated by Dr Joanna Mattingly (funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council through the University of Exeter at Falmouth), and now include more than double the number of items previously on show, accompanied by a wealth of fascinating facts and intriguing stories.  

Each of the displays looks at a different theme, using a particular place as its focus. One display is about Humphry Davy and the Penzance of his time; another looks at Penzance’s history as a cosmopolitan and cultured market town.  St Michael’s Mount and Mousehole represent the area’s trading history, while St Just is the chosen hub for mining heritage and St Buryan represents farming.  Finally, Land’s End and Sennen are the focus for a look at tourism, and Newlyn is spotlighted for fishing.  

One of the aims of the redisplay is to make the space as flexible as possible, so that new items can be incorporated, and mini-exhibitions on local history themes presented.  The first display includes a section about Madron workhouse, an amazing early aluminium bike built in Penzance and a classic early 20th century diving costume.  Future plans for exhibitions include a celebration of the 75th anniversary of the Jubilee Pool, an exploration of St Just’s cultural history and a commemoration of the centenary of the Fishermen’s Mission.  If you have suggestions for future themes, please contact Penlee House on 01736 363625.

To celebrate the launch of the newly redisplayed Social History gallery and the Cabinet of Curiosities, Penlee House is offering FREE ADMISSION from 5 December to 9 January.  The Gallery and Museum is open Monday to Saturday from 10.30am to 4.30pm (last admission 4.00pm): it will be closed from 24 – 28 December and 1 January, but open as usual throughout the rest of the holiday period.
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For further information or press images, please contact 
Katie Herbert (kherbert@penleehouse.org.uk) or Alison Bevan (abevan@penleehouse.org.uk)

Penlee House Gallery & Museum, Morrab Road, Penzance TR18 4HE
Tel: 01736 363625 ( Email info@penleehouse.org.uk ( www.penleehouse.org.uk

